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SUBJ: MOORING AREA FOR US NAVAL SHIP VISIT TO LENINGRAD 

1. ADMIRAL LEONENKOV, COMMANDER OF LENINGRAD NAVAL BASE, 
VOLUNTEERED TO CONSUL GENERAL NEUBERT AT MAY 9 RECEPTION THAT 
WEATHER FORECAST FOR COMING WEEK INDICATES POSSIBILITY OF 
EAST WIND WHICH WOULD REDUCE WATER DEPTH AT GAVAN. THIS COULD 
NECESSITATE, HE SAID, CHANGE TO OPPOSITE MOORING SITE, I.E. 
COMMERCIAL PORT AREA OR OTHER SIDE OF HARBOR WHICH IS VIRTUALLY 
ISOLATED FROM VIEW. 

2. AT CONSUL GENERAL NEUBERT'S SUGGESTION WE HAVE THEREFORE 
NOTIFIED SOVIET NAVY MAIN STAFF AS WELL AS MFA THAT IF WEATHER 
CONDITIONS PRECLUDE USE OF GAVAN, THEN WE WOULD EXPECT NEVA 
RIVER MOORING. 

3. SOVIET MAIN NAVY STAFF RESPONDED 10 MAY THROUGH MOD 
FOREIGN LAISON OFFICE (UVS) THAT IT WAS AWARE OF OUR CONCERNS 
AND THAT ALL NECESSARY MEASURES WOULD BE TAKEN TO INSURE THAT 
US SHIP VISIT WAS SUCCESSFUL. WHEN QUERIED SPECIFICALLY AS 

TO WHETHER THESE INCLUDED INSURING GOOD VISIBILITY OF OUR SHIPS, 
UVS OFFICER REPLIED THAT "HE ASSUMED SO,” BUT COULD GIVE NO 
DEFINITE ANSWER AS TO WHETHER SHIPS WOULD BE BERTHED IN NEVA 
RIVER. 
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